
 
Case Study: #13 The Dollar's Dilemma - Cracks in the Foundation of Global Currency 
Dominance 

Introduction 

For decades, the US dollar has reigned supreme as the world's reserve currency, facilitating 
international trade, investment, and central bank reserves. However, recent economic and 
geopolitical developments have raised questions about the dollar's long-term stability and its 
continued dominance. This case study examines the factors that could contribute to the dollar 
losing its privileged position, the potential consequences of such a shift, and the challenges and 
opportunities it presents for the global economy. 

 

The Dollar's Dominance 

●​ Historical Context: Trace the history of the dollar's rise to prominence, from the Bretton 
Woods agreement to its current status as the world's primary reserve currency. 

●​ Benefits of Dollar Dominance: Discuss the advantages the U.S. enjoys due to the dollar's 
status, such as lower borrowing costs, greater influence in international trade, and the ability 
to impose economic sanctions. 

●​ Challenges to the Status Quo: Explore the factors that could undermine the dollar's 
dominance, including: 

○​ Rising U.S. Debt and Deficits: Analyze the impact of growing U.S. debt levels on 
investor confidence and the potential for inflation. 

○​ Geopolitical Shifts: Discuss the rise of China and other emerging economies and their 
potential to challenge the U.S.'s economic and political influence. 

○​ Alternative Currency Systems: Explore the development of alternative currency 
systems, such as the Chinese yuan or a potential global digital currency. 

○​ De-dollarization Efforts: Examine the efforts of some countries to reduce their reliance 
on the dollar for trade and reserves. 

 

Potential Consequences of a Shift 

●​ Impact on the U.S. Economy: Analyze the potential consequences for the U.S. economy if 
the dollar loses its reserve currency status, including higher borrowing costs, reduced 
international influence, and potential inflation. 

●​ Global Financial Instability: Discuss the potential for increased volatility and uncertainty in 
global financial markets if the dollar's role diminishes. 

●​ New Economic Order: Explore the possibility of a multipolar currency system, where several 
currencies share reserve status, and the implications for global trade and investment flows. 

 

 

 



Questions for Students: 

1.​ Critical Analysis: Evaluate the likelihood of the dollar losing its dominant position in the 
foreseeable future. What factors would need to occur for such a shift to happen? 

2.​ Economic Implications: Analyze the potential economic consequences of a decline in the 
dollar's dominance for the U.S., China, and other major economies. 

3.​ Geopolitical Ramifications: Discuss how a shift in the global currency landscape could 
impact international relations and power dynamics. 

4.​ Investment Strategies: If the dollar's dominance were to decline, how might investors 
adjust their portfolios to mitigate risks and capitalize on new opportunities? 

5.​ Policy Recommendations: What steps could the U.S. government take to maintain the 
dollar's strength and stability in the face of these challenges? 

 


